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Composting is …

A waste management technology 

An industrial manufacturing   
process



Compost feedstocks

Biosolids and 
water treatment 
residuals
Agriculture:
Manures and bedding, 
hatchery by-products, 
processing by-products 
(mote, dust, etc.)

Wood and fiber:
Shredded pallets, yard 
waste, manufacturing by-
products, paper, chips, 
sawdust, ash

C&D: Drywall, shredded 
lumber, land clearing debris

Food process & 
prep : Culls and scraps, oil 
and grease trap waste



Wood waste is used as …
Bulking agent

Improves air flow
Allows excess heat to escape

Carbon source
Balances nitrogen

Moisture Absorbent
One ton of wood is needed for every ton 

of Nitrogen-rich wastes recycled

Wood is a major expense to compost producers



Size of the Composting Industry in 
the Carolinas

35 producers in NC
8 producers in SC
Good market coverage for recycled wood 
waste, except for:

Northern Piedmont & Mountains of NC
Charleston & southern SC



Wood Waste Production in NC

Primary Wood Wastes
From forestry industry
10.2 million tons generated
10.1 million tons recovered for fuel and fiber 
use
0.1 million tons disposed

Source: NCDENR, “Wood Residuals Markets Assessment”, DPPEA, 1998



Wood Waste Production in NC

Secondary Wood Wastes
From construction, demolition, shipping, land 
clearing activities, industrial by-products
6.3 million tons + generated
4.7 million tons recovered for fuel and fiber 
use
1.6 million tons disposed

Source: NCDENR, “Wood Residuals Markets Assessment”, DPPEA, 1998



Other Markets for Wood Wastes
Boiler Fuel
Green Power
Landscaping Mulches
Wood Flooring
Erosion Control
Temporary Roads
Bio-ethanol

All competing for a limited amount of wood!!



A wood waste ban would …

Reduce operational costs for the composting 
industry
Reduce the 10.2 million tons of trash landfilled in 
NC by more than 5%
Help some NC industries maintain production 
and reduce their operational costs
Add jobs to the wood processing industry 
without costing jobs anywhere else



Features of the proposed bill

Ban clean wood wastes, pallets, shipping 
crates and construction lumber (including 
engineered wood products) from landfilling
Allow municipalities in NC to exempt out if 
no markets could be found
Go into effect in October 2008 to allow 
time for wood recycling industry to expand



Possible opponents to the bill

Municipalities
Would have to track another waste stream, 
like tires and white goods
Could create incentive tipping fees (like Pitt 
and Catawba Counties) but will reduce 
Enterprise Fund revenues

Private Landfill Owners
Land Clearing & Inert Debris landfill 
owners



Support the wood waste ban
Avoid losing jobs that help protect the environment, 

instead create 500 to 1000 new jobs 

Help NC businesses save money and stay in business

Stimulate new bio-based industrial development in North 
Carolina

Improve soils and boost productivity for North Carolina 
farmers

Improve NC’s recycling rate by at least 5%
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