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What is composting?

Composting is the natural breakdown of organic materials. The product, compost, is the rich organic soll
that is made as microorganisms decompose yard and kitchen wastes.

Why should citizens compost?
Save money on fertilizer, water and garden supplies.
Keep useful materials out of the landfill.
Keep pollutants out of the environment.
Improve lawn and garden.
Save the community money.

Getting started
Decide what materials to include in your “compost recipe”
DO use these materials in your compost pile

- “Greens”which are fresh and nitrogeich

Bread, grains, and pasta Grass clippings

Coffee grounds and filters Tea bags

Eggshells Vegetable and fruit scraps
Fresh hay Wood ashes (in small amounts)

- “Browns” which are dried and carboich
Choppel or shredded branches  Shredded paper
Paper towels Straw
Leaves

- Soil, to introduce microorganisms necessary for decomposition
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DON'T put these materials in your compost pile:

NC DIVISION OF - Cat and dog manure, which may contain disease organisms
POLLUTION ) ; ; :
PREVENTION AND Charf:gal ashesmch may contain toxic compounds
ENVIRONMENTAL - Herbicide or pesticide treated plants
163’35“/?':\?&2;30' Meats, grease, bones, dairy products or cooking oil; these may attract rodents or other pests
CENTER - Pine needles or magnolia leaves, which take a long time to break down
RALEIGH NC - Sick or diseased plan
27699-1639
(919) 715-6500 - Treated wood
(800) 763-0136 - Weed plants or seeds

These materials can attract pests, generate foul odors, or contaminate the compost.
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