HELP STIMULATE THE ECONOMY - RECYCLE
[Insert Town] – North Carolina recycling businesses are an important part of the state’s economy. Currently, 14,490 jobs are part of the N.C. recycling industry. The number of N.C. recycling jobs has increased 48 percent in the last ten years. 
“The state’s recycling industry will continue to flourish as we see the upward recycling trend continue as municipalities modernize their curbside programs and counties upgrade drop-off collection, adding programs to capture electronics, oil filters and a host of other materials,” says Scott Mouw, chief of the Community and Business Assistance Section of the N.C. Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance. 
The recycling businesses in [insert town] are an important component of the North Carolina recycling industry. [Insert town] is home to [insert number] recycling businesses. 
“Since going online in 1989, the N.C. Recycling Markets Directory has listed recycling companies that collect, transport, broker, process or remanufacture recovered materials in North Carolina,” says Matt Todd, recycling business development specialist for the N.C. Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance.  “From a mere 184 companies in 1989, the total number of companies listed in the N.C. RMD grew to 925 in 2009. Demonstrating the growth of recycling enterprises in the state, the number of North Carolina-based recyclers in the directory increased 380 percent between 1989 and 2009.” 

Employees of local recycling companies, spend money in their hometown, which helps stimulate the local economy. $377 million dollars is generated annually in wages by all recycling businesses in the state. 
To find recycling businesses in our area, visit the N.C. Recycling Markets Directory, found at http://www.p2pays.org/DMRM/start.aspx. The directory is easy to use as it can be searched by the first letter of the business’s name or by the material one wants to recycle.
A copy of the 2008 Employment Trends in N.C.’s Recycling Industry study can be found at http://www.p2pays.org/ref/46/45998.pdf. For more information on recycling jobs in North Carolina, visit the N.C. Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance website at http://www.p2pays.org/.
###
Suggestions for Tailoring Jobs News Release to Your Community

Quote ideas:
· Recycling company managers

· What’s collected in town, processed in town and possibly turned into something new in town

· Personal story of a recycling worker

