Letter to the Editor – Recycling Rate Increase

To the Editor:

I am pleased to hear that (City/County) has experienced an increase in the rate of recyclable materials collected by its recycling program. As more materials are taken out of the waste stream for recycling, the environmental benefits increase. By diverting material from the landfill, the growth of landfills slows, resulting in more open space, a commodity desired by all communities.  When products are made from recycled material, fewer of our limited natural resources have to be extracted from the earth to make virgin materials. Reducing the demand for natural resources, such as trees to make paper and bauxite ore to make aluminum, results in less mining and less air and water pollution. The production of goods made from recycled materials requires less energy, resulting in a decrease in air pollution. Also, an increase in recycling rates boosts local economies by supporting the jobs provided by the recycling industry.  I encourage all (City/County) residents to continue their efforts to further increase recycling participation.

